The  University  of  Toronto 


November  10th  1914. 

The  President  of  the  University  of  Toronto, 

°ir, 

I  beg-  to  enclose  a  copy  of  the  atatement  which 
was  read  to  yon  on  Thursday  morning  last,  explaining  the 
position  of  the  University  of  Toronto  hi fie  Association. 

0 

The  Executive  of  the  Association  wish  to  have  this 
statement  submitted  to  your  Military  Advisory  Committee 
before  publishing  it  in  ’’Varsity" ,  and  would  consider  it 
a  favour  if  you  would  call  a  meeting  of  that  Committee  at 
an  early  date. 

I  am ,  Sir, 


STATEMENT  III  REGARD  TO  THE  U.T.R.A 


In  view  of  the  outbreak  of  war  there  was  a  very  wide¬ 


spread  feeling  in  University  circles  that  a  militia  unit,  pref¬ 
erably  an  Officers1  Training  Corps,  should  be  organized  on 
the  opening  of  the  Session.  Certain  obvious  difficulties, 
however,  presented  themselves,  firstly,  that  there  would  cer¬ 
tainly  be  a  very  considerable  delay  in  obtaining  the  necessary 
authorization  from  the  Department  of  Militia  and  Defense  for 
the  organization  of  such  a  unit,  and  secondly,  that  there 
would  be  an  even  greater  delay  in  obtaining  arms  and  ammuni¬ 
tion  for  such  a  Corps. 


In  view  of  this  situation  the  U.  of  T.  Rifle  Asso¬ 


ciation,  which  is  a  body  recognized  under  the  Militia  Act, 
offered  to  puts  its  resources  at  the  disposal  of  the  Presi¬ 
dent's  Advisory  Military  Committee.  This  led  to  the  Execu¬ 


tive  of  the  Association,  at  a  meeting  held 


to  take  the  following  steps  :- 

1st.  4  by-law  was  adopted  by  which  those  men  join¬ 
ing  the  Rifle  Association  and  giving  at  the  same  time  an 
undertaking  to  undergo  military  drill  and  to  join  the  Univer¬ 
sity  Corps  when  formed  and  if  accepted,  should  be  given  prior 
shooting  privileges.  In  view  of  this  change  in  the  regular 
work  of  the  Association,  every  man  joining  was  sworn  in 
afresh. 

2nd.  The  President's  Advisory  Military  Committee 
then  recognized  the  Rifle  Association  as  the  medium  through 
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oonfusdron  at  the  Ranges,  members  were  draughted  by  Com¬ 
panies  or  sections  of  Companies  by  the  Captain  of  the 
Association.  Naturally  those  Companies  and  Sections 
whose  recruiting  was  carried  out  most  rapidly,  went 
first  to  the  Ranges  and  indeed  were  s  ent  more  than  once 
before  organization  was  fairly  begun  elsewhere. 

Unfortunately,  on  . .  I  V>.V.^8 NT.-: .  .  when  ammuni¬ 

tion  was  already  running  low,  a  communication  was  received 
saying  that  in  the  meantime  no  more  ammunition  could  be 
issiied  to  the  Association. 

Two  days  later  it  was  known  that  authorization  had 
been  given  for  the  organization  of  a  Corps,  though  the 
strength  and  character  was  not  determined. 

The  enlistment  had  already  reached  such  a  figure 
that  were  the  Rifle  Association  not  to  receive  very  special 
assistance  it  would  be  impossible  for  it  to  provide  adequate 
shooting  instruction  for  its  members.  Its  lists  were  con¬ 
sequently  closed,  no  more  tickets  were  sold  and  only  such 
men  as  had  tickets  and  were  for  various  reasons  unsworn, 
sworn  in. 

In  pursuance  of  its  arrangement  with  the  Advisory 
Military  Committee,  the  Association  has  undertaken  any 

necessary  expenditure  connected  with  the  drilling,  i.e., 

/ 

clerical  assistance,  care  of  arms,  etc.,  and  the  Executive 


■ 
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which  provisionally  all  necessary  arrangements  would  he  made, 
and  through  which  recruiting  for  the  new  unit  would  take  place. 

Acting  in  this  manner,  with  the  approval  of  the  Presi¬ 
dent,  the  Rifle  Association  was  enabled  to  obtain  the  consent  . 
from  the  Headquarters  of  this  Division  to  the  formation  of  an 
Officers1  Qualifying  Class,  and  also  of  a  Non-Commissioned 
Officers’  Class,  whose  members  would  be  examined  in  due  course 
and,  on  passing,  receive  the  corresponding  certificates  when 
the  University  Corps  was  finally  gazetted.  The  list  of  names 
for  the  former  Class  was  submitted  to  the  President,  who  added 
the  names  of  several  other  members  of  the  staff  to  be  invited 
to  join  the  Class  if  they  were  available. 

Prom  the  first  recruiting  progressed  rapidly  in  some 
Faculties  and  Colleges,  slowly  in  others,  but  it  soon  became 
evident  that  tne  600  -  800  men  wnich  it  was  then  expected  would 
join  the  Corps  would  be  raised. 

The  Rifle  Association  has  usually  about  300  members,  and 
at  the  beginning  of  the  season  had  already  in  hand. 10, 000  of  the 
30,000  rounds  to  which  it  was  entitled  (20,000  being  due  it  by 
the  Ordnance  Department).  The  Association  expected  fckat  on 
sending  in  additional  rolls  immediately  its  membership  had  passed 
300  to  be  able  to  draw  ammunition  at  the  usual  rate  of  100 
rounds  per  man.  An  indent  for  the  20,000  rounds  then  due  was 
sent  in  on.  . ,  and  10,000  was  promptly  issued,  and  a 

letter  from  the.  : . was  re¬ 

ceived,  explaining  that  the  remainder  would  be  issxied  subse¬ 
quently. 

In  order  to  secure  regularity  of  attendance  and  ladte—ef. 
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is  prepared  to  hand  over  any  unexpended  money  to  the  Officers' 
Training  Corps  at  the  end  of  the  year.  A  resolution  to  this  ef¬ 
fect,  though  with  certain  conditions  for  the  protection  of  its 
members,  was  passed  by  the  Executive  on  October  28th,  1914. 

An  effort  is  being  made  at  the  present  moment  to  obtain 
more  service  ammunition  and  also  to  secure  gallery  ammunition. 

If  the  Association  is  successful  in  the  latter  effort  arrange¬ 
ments  will  be  made  to  give  the  members  opportunity  to  do  indoor 
shooting  during  the  winter. 

The  Association  has  reason  to  believe  that  it  will  be 
able  to  equip  an  indoor  gallery  on  the  Grounds  at  no  distant  date. 

The  Executive  of  the  Association  greatly  regrets  that 
owing  to  causes  over  which  it  has  no  control,  in  particular  to 
the  strain  produced  by  the  war  on  the  Militia  Department,  and  the 
enthusiastic  support  given  by  the  University  as  a  whole  to  the 
organization  of  a  University  Corps,  it  has  been  as  yet  unable 
to  provide  its  members  with  adequate  shooting  facilities. 

In  order  cnat  no  member  of  the  Association  may  feel  that 
he  has  been  unjustly  treated,  the  Executive  nas  authorized  its 
Honourary  Secretary-Treasurer  to  accept  the  resignation  of  any 
member  who  has  not  as  yet  enjoyed  any  of  the  privileges  of  the 
Association,  and  to  return  to  him  his  membership  dues.  A  sub¬ 
sequent  notice  will  be  posted  announcing  the  hours  and  place  at 
which  such  resignations  will  be  accepted. 

This  statement  has  been  prepared  by  direction  of  the  Exe¬ 
cutive  of  the  U.T.R.A. 


Abril  1st,  I9l6 


lieutenant  Ai.  P.  Coventry, 

Purwasb  Ball. 

Dear  Vr.  Coventry: 

1  nave  your  letter  tnis  doming  stating  that  you 
are  going  with  t be  36  th  Battalion  be  Signalling  Ct fleer*  I  will 
lay  your  letter  Before  the  Board  of  Governors  and  retort  teat 
Professor  Bentley  recoinrends  that  leave  fce  granted.  T  feel  confident 
that  the  Governors  will  grant  the  salary  until  the  end  of  the  actfdssric 
year,  am  will  bold  your  nosition  tor  you  next  year;,  if  you  are  absent. 
I  no  re.,  however,  to  pee  you  net  ore  you  go. 

Aitft  Kind  regards:,  I  an,- 

Yours  sincerely, 


President 
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REPLY  TO  BE  ADDRESSED  TO 


SUPERINTENDENT 


i 


UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO. 

SUPERINTENDENT'S  OFFICE. 

Toronto, Canada  May  27,  1915. 


Mr.  A.F.  Coventry, 

Signalling  corps, 

Niagara-on-the-Lake  ,  Ont. 


Dear  Si r : - 

Dr.  Bensley  has  returned  to  me  a 
key  issued  to  you  for  the  Biological  Building 
but  has  net  returned  the  label  No.  192  which 
was  given  out  to  you  with  the  key.  I  should 
be  glad  if  you  would  kindly  post  this  to  me 
at  your  earliest  convenience.  Until  the  label 
is  returned,  the  Bursar  will  not  deposit  the 
last  cheque  due  by  the  University. 

Yours  faithfully. 


gc/e 


Superintendent 


Vay  29t  hi,  1915 


Lieutenant  At,  Pi.  Coventry, 

35th  Battalion;, 

Nila  gar  a  Carrp. 

Dear  Vr,  Coventry1: 

Ae  have  baa  s  great  aeal  of  trouble  about  the 
returning  of  keys  ana  labels:,  and  Vr,  Campbell  ’ie  acting  under  a 
general  rule  laid  down  by  the  Board  of  Governors  a  good  while  age. 
I  anr  sure  that  ne  aid  not  intend  any  cerscnal  reference  in  the 
matter  beyona  the.  carrying  out  of  bin  own  regulations*  I  anr 
sorry  to  cut  you  to  the  trouble;,  but  13  it  not  possible  for  you 
to  have  aorre  one  find  the  label  for  you  and  let  the  Superintendent 
get  it?  Though  the  key  natter  seens  to  be  a  srrall  natter  to  the 
individual  it  is  sufficiently  important  to  cause  a  good  deal  of 

trouble  for  the  University  as  a  whole. 

,  \ 

Yours  sincerely. 


President 
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